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YOUR INAUGURAL REPORT ON THE 
IMPACT YOU MADE 

 

 

 

YOU 

 

 

LET’S MOVE! 
  



YOU HELPED OUR PATIENTS BECOME MORE FUNCTIONAL & 
INDEPENDENT BY ALLOWING US TO PROVIDE ESSENTIAL 

THERAPEUTIC SERVICES TO THEM REGARDLESS OF               
INSURANCE STATUS OR ABILITY TO PAY. 

 

2021 PATIENT STATS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  Financial support was needed for well over 80% of 
pediatric visits and 20% for adult visits.  YOU made a difference. 

            

# of Adult Patients
934

# of Adult Visits 
7,497

# of Pediatric Patients
303

Total # of Patients
1,237

Total # of Visits
14,421

# of Pediatric  Visits 
6,924 



WHY YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

 

 

Our out-of-pocket expense per patient visit in 2021 was $105 (in 2022 it is 
expected to be over $110 a visit).  Yet, the average reimbursement was $75.34 
a visit.  This leaves an average deficit of 29.73 per visit.  WHY THE DEFICIT?  
There are three main reasons: 

1) We accept patients who cannot afford insurance, their deductible, or 
copay. 

2) We accept all Medicaid patients even though Medicaid does not come 
close to reimbursing therapy clinics their out-of-pocket expense. 

3) We accept patients under Florida’s Medicaid Managed Care plans even 
though, on average, they reimburse therapy clinics far less than even 
regular Medicaid patients. 

Without YOUR support these patients would have NOWHERE to go    
to receive essential therapeutic services as recommended by their 
physician. For profit therapy clinics do not accept these patients, or    
if they do, significantly limit the number of such patients because   
they will go out of business if they did.  None offer free or partially free 
services.  Because of YOU we are the only Clinic in our area that 
accepts all patients regardless of ability to pay. 

Out of Pocket Expense Reimbursement Deficit

Why You Make a Difference



JESSE GATH  

At age 22 Jesse Gath had a vessel burst in his brain which is somewhat 
similar to a brain stem stroke.  This severely impacted his ability to 
coordinate, speak, eat, and use his limbs. He left the hospital in a wheelchair 
and a shunt in his brain.   

 

 

Balance time! 

“It works!” 
His mom, Teresa, says “I’m more 
hopeful” as I have seen the 
progress and have noted how you 
have “really made an impact on 
Jesse.”  Simply put, “it works!”  This 
clinic thinks outside the box and 
doesn’t stick with the same routine 
as other clinics. We are so 
grateful for the community 
support.  Not only for my 
son but for all the other 
patients who come here.   

You “put the “shine” in 
“Sunshine” 
As Jesse says, “you put the ‘shine’ in 
‘Sunshine’.  Everyone at the clinic 
is so patient, understanding, and 
kind even on the bad days.”   And, 
“it gets you where you want to be” 
because you inspire us to push 
ourselves to get better and not give 
up.   I’ve even seen my speech 
improve through speech therapy 
here. 

      
      

  

                 Leg exercise time! 

Jesse Gath



OUR “LET’S MOVE” PATIENTS IN ACTION 

      

                                           

                                                   

Our “Let’s Move” Patients in Action



MIGHTY MAX  

When Max was born at only 22 
weeks and weighing just 1 pound 1 
ounce, we held our breath as the 
room flooded with doctors and 
nurses. We were told he wasn’t 
going to make it and if by 
chance he did, he would have no 
value of life. He would be a 
“vegetable.” His first 24 hours on 
this earth,  he got a perforated 
intestine and developed sepsis. 
They said he wouldn’t make it 
through that but he did! He was 
diagnosed with hydrocephalus and 
had to have a reservoir and a VP 
Shunt placed in his head. He 
needed a PD Closure on his heart, 
eye surgery, 7 blood transfusions, 
he was diagnosed with BPD, the 
list goes on. Every time something 
happened and he needed an 
operation they told us he wouldn’t 
make it through it and every time 
we refused to believe that. Our 
Mighty Max was set on proving 
them wrong and he did every 
single time! Max spent 6 long 
months in the NICU before he was 
able to come home on just the 
lowest setting of oxygen and that 
was all!! Max has overcome every 
obstacle in his way. When he first 
started going to Sunshine he 

 

 

couldn’t even sit up unassisted. 
Today, he is sitting on his own, 
pulling himself up, standing, 
crawling, and working super 
hard to walk on his own so he 
can run with his brothers. Max 
is speaking so clearly! He is 
starting to speak in sentences as 
well! Max is one amazing little boy 
who has overcome so much. He 
had to fight from the second he 
was born and he continues to fight 
every day. He is getting stronger 
and stronger with each passing day 
and we are so incredibly proud of 
him!! Thank you . . . for all you 
have done and continue to do 
for our sweet Max!!  

Mighty Max



UNSTOPPABLE BRINKLEIGH  

 

       
 
Brinkleigh “knee walked” the entire 
time she was two years old and 
could not walk.  She also suffered 
from extreme anger anxiety.  We 
chose Sunshine Physical Therapy 
Clinic from a friend who was happy 
with their services and because it 
had a Sensorium room since my 
child struggled with sensory 
processing issues.  It was a rough 
start and we honestly didn’t 
even know if she would ever be 
able to walk.  She absolutely 
hated her AFO braces, was 
petrified to see her therapists as 
evidenced by her covering her face 
with her blankie and crying a mile 
before we even turned into the 
parking lot. The possibility of 
surgery on her little legs scared the 
heck out of us. A fear that she may 
have to use a walker for mobility, 
almost became a reality! 

 

But then Brinkleigh met Emma, 
who started with Sunshine in 
October of last year. They had an 
instant connection. Brinkleigh 
started doing the work necessary to 
become stronger! She was also 
getting comfortable with the 
occupational therapy staff. A few 
months ago, Brinkleigh took a few 
steps on her own! From that day, 
she went from shakily walking 
on her tip toes, to flat feet, to 
being completely able to not 
only walk, but speed walk with 
no AFO braces! Now, she is happy 
and excited for her therapy 
appointments, sings and dances in 
her car seat when she knows that’s 
where we are heading, and gives 
her Dad and I fits when it is time to 
leave! The entire Sunshine staff has 
been incredible in Brinkleigh’s 
journey, and we are so grateful.  
Thanks to Sunshine, Brinkleigh is 
unstoppable now. 

               

Unstoppable Brinkleigh



SADLEK SENSORIUM ROOM  

  

             

Almost a third of our pediatric patients have some form of autism.  Thus, 
through supporters like yourselves, our Sensorium room has been magical  for 
our young patients.  One even spoke for the first time while in the Sensorium!  

    

                                

  

Sadlek Sensorium Room



GETTING EXCITED FOR OUR  

LET’S MOVE! “A FAMILY AFFAIR” EVENT 
 

                                                         

 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  LE’TS MOVE! “A FAMILY AFFAIR 

AUGUST 6   *   10 AM TO 1 PM   *   ENVIRONMENTAL LEARNING CENTER 
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August 6 • 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
Environmental Learning Center

GETTING EXCITED FOR OUR  

LET’S MOVE! “A FAMILY AFFAIR” EVENT 
 

                                                         

 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  LE’TS MOVE! “A FAMILY AFFAIR 

AUGUST 6   *   10 AM TO 1 PM   *   ENVIRONMENTAL LEARNING CENTER 

 

                                                                                    



PREVIOUSLY VOTED BEST PHYSICAL THERAPY CLINIC 

By Treasure Coast residents 

 

GUESS WHAT?  You have the chance to vote for us once again              
for the 2022 Best of the Best in the Treasure Coast! 

 

                          
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!! 

We were included as the 2022 top 5 Therapy Clinics in the Treasure 
Coast!  But you know we are in fact the Best of the Best. 

YOU can vote us as the Best of the Best starting June 10.  Go to the Beauty 
and Health section on the following link starting June 10 through June 24:   

https://tcpalm.secondstreetapp.com/2022-Best-of-the-Best---Treasure-
Coast/ 

 

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR VOTE IN LETTING OUR 
COMMUNITY KNOW WE ARE THE BEST OF THE BEST!! 

    

Previously Voted
BEST Physical Therapy Clinic

by Treasure Coast Residents
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2021 $10,000 & UP DONORS  

 

BERNARD A. EGAN FOUNDATION 

CHILDREN’S SERVICE ADVISORY 
COUNCIL 

GRAND HARBOR COMMUNITY 
SERVICE LEAGUE 

HEAD, HEART & HANDS 

HELEN STEYER     

INDIAN RIVER (ELDERLY) 
FOUNDATION 

JACK INGEBRITSON FOUNDATION 

JOHN’S ISLAND COMMUNITY 
SERVICE LEAGUE 

ROSE & STEVE SADLEK 

TOMMY & SIMONETTA STEYER 

  

Please know we treasure every single one of you 
regardless of the amount you donated and 

promise to be good stewards of the gift(s) you have entrusted in us. 
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MISSION:  Our mission is to be the choice of adults and children who 
require high level therapeutic services from caring and qualified 
professionals regardless of our patients ability to pay. 
 

STRATEGIC GOALS:  Because of your support we plan to accomplish 3 key 
strategic goals in the next three years: 

 

Ø Focus on Board Governance to maintain and increase the quality of 
Board members. 

Ø Focus on a capital campaign as we have outgrown our facility. 
Ø Focus on sustainability in light of the fact that reimbursement rates are 

being lowered, competition from the hospital and for profit privately 
owned physician therapy offices, rising inflation, and employees and 
prospective employees expecting higher salaries and better benefits.   

 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Lynne Glass (President)                        Steve Sadlek 

Dan Gatins (VP)     Joe Eriksen 

Jim Schorner (Treasurer)   Mary Gerlich 

Val MacMillan (Secretary)   Ginny Blossom 

 

 

1705 17th Ave. 
Vero Beach, FL  32960 

772-562-6877     fax:  772-562-3153 
www.sunshineptc.org 

Our Mission & Strategic Goals


